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the challenge even of the supposed Almighty, and become atheistic, thus run-
ning the risk of forfeiting the approbation of the Mahatma. But by doing
so, it not only becomes the champion of the material rights of the masses, but
holds up as well the torch of intellectual and spiritual emancipation to dissipate
the gloom of ignorance and superstition in which the masses have been kept
for ages by the dominating class.
The programme of Bolshevism, which Mahatmaji cannot deny to be huma-
nitarian (unless he chooses to take up openly the cause of the upper class),
is, however, not easily put into practice. The reign of terror and devastating
civil war, that undeniably took place in Russia after the revolution, owe their
origin to the fact that a brutal resistance was put up to prevent the realiza-
tion of this programme. Not only the Russian aristocracy and bourgeoisie, who
naturally frantically tried to regain their lost position, put up this resistance;
they were openly backed by the international bourgeoisie, who saw in the
Russian Revolution the first breach in their vital citadel. A part of this cease-
less campaign was the picturing of Bolshevism in the darkest colours, which
did not altogether fail to impress even the Mahatma. Now what were the
Bolsheviks to do in that situation? There were two alternatives: to call upon
the Russian workers and peasants to be godfearing and meekly slip back into
the bondage they had so heroically broken, or to keep on fighting even against
God and religion, if they stood in the way, to protect and consolidate the
freedom won. Bolshevism was obliged to accept the second alternative, because
not only all available material forces were concentrated in order to force the
Russian workers and peasants back under the capitalist and Gzarist tyranny;
all the arms of God and religion were also mobilized for the same purpose.
Bolshevism is not a gospel of God: Bolshevists are not angels. But neither is
Bolshevism the spirit of demons. The Mahatma proposes "to touch the masses
through their hearts, their better nature". It is a fascinating proposition, to
which Bolshevism would not object, had -it been found workable in the
practice of liberating the masses from class domination and imperialist
oppression. His theory of "discipline" is also very questionable. It may be
good for the spiritual well-being of the masses; but it certainly weakens
their will to fight for freedom. All these doctrines about "heart", "better
nature", "discipline" and the like have been adumbrated from time im-
memorial by those who were the (perhaps unconscious) instruments of
class domination. Bolshevism does not shirk any task, however disagreeable
or difficult it may be. It challenges the existence of God and denounces
all the codes of religion and ethics originating therefrom because in the
struggle for freedom they are all found arrayed on the side of despotism,
tyranny and oppression.
Bolshevism is prepared to leave God alone, if He and His agents on earth
agree not to meddle in things temporal. But if they do not agree to be satisfied
with their super-material position and seek to make trouble on earth, Bolshevism